
Item development is a cyclical process that 
continuously adds to the item pool.   The 
process is on-going. 

Field-Test 
Items are administered to 
students; the new items 
are embedded in the test. 
 
Actual student 
performance data is 
collected to test the items 
for review at ongoing item 
review sessions. 

Green boxes indicate supplemental 
documents available on our website. 

Idaho Content Standards 
K - 10 
 
 
*# Math 
*#Language Arts 
*#Reading 
*Science 
 
Social Studies 
Arts & Humanities 
Health 
PE 
 
*ISAT   
 #AYP Calculations 

Developing the Idaho Standards Achievement Test 

Performance Level 
Descriptors (PLD) are 
written in paragraph and 
bulleted formats

Content Limits to guide 
Item Writing 

Items are written by 
vendor content 
specialists 

Items are reviewed 
Idaho educators for Bias 
and Sensitivity 

Items are reviewed by 
Idaho educators for 
alignment to grade and 
content standards and 
content limits, and are 
age-appropriate

ISAT 
Test items that have 
been written, 
reviewed, field-
tested and reviewed 
a second time are 
combines to create 
the set of items for 
the NCLB Grade-
level assessment.  
 
Additional items are 
used to provide the 
computer adaptive 
test that schools and 
districts will use to 
measure growth. 
This portion can 
move above and 
below grade-level. 

Test Blueprints are created 
to define   
 
1) Which standards are 
assessed 
 
2) Weight or prioritize 
standards to determine the 
depth and breadth  of  the 
assessment. 

Cut Scores are typically reviewed every 
4-5 years. Periodically, the student 
results are collected by item. This data is 
used to create the “order of difficulty”. 
 
The cut score workshop was based on 
actual May 2007 results at each grade 
level (3-10) in each of the 4 content 
areas. (18,000-20,000 students at each 
grade-level responding). 
 
The item difficulty data, based on 
number of students correctly responding, 
is used to place the bookmarks for the 
levels established by the State Board. 
Advanced, Proficient, Basic and Below 
Basic. 
 
The participants used the PLDs and their 
own expertise in setting the difficulty 
and performance level bookmarks. 
Mathematical calculations done by the 
experts at Data Recognition Corporation 
translate bookmarks into cut scores. 

Technical Advisory Committee  
 
The State Board Contracts with 4 national 
experts in large scale assessments.  The TAC 
meets quarterly in Boise and as needed by 
telephone conference to advise the staff of 
the OSBE on test development and 
operation. 
 
The TAC serves as advisors to assist the 
OSBE in managing the vendor and 
implementation of the test in the state. 


